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‘Tae Panjabi Akhbar of the 3rd March, in its correspondence 
columns, points out the expediency of removing the seat of 
the Supreme Government from Calcutta to Delhi. Since the 
introduction of increased facilities of communication, the ars 
gument for retaining Calcutta as the metropolis of India has 
lost its force. Delhi possesses several advantages over Cals 
cutta, It occupies a central position, from which a strict watch 
can be exercised over the surrounding independént and feu- 
datory states. The associations of the old Mughal rule sitill 
centre in Delhi, and will have no small effect in making the 
English Government popular like that of Jahangir or Shah 
Jahan. The climate of Delhi is si better than that of Oal- 
cutta. 


The Almora “Akhbar of the ist March ene that the 
‘Delhi durbar, like all other wordly events, is fast falling into 
oblivion. In point of grandeur and magnificence it stands 
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unrivalled in the annals of British rule in India. The Gov- 


ernment has-always the security of life:and property and the 


good of its subjects in view. Accordingly the popular interest 
in the durbar was very great, as it was believed to be fraught 
with some general benefits to the people. But all their ex- 
pectations have ended in disappointment. 


A correspondent of the Safir-i-Bodhana of the 7th March 
refutes the charges brought against the English administra- 
tion by another ‘correspondent in a ‘previous issue (vide Selee- 
tions for the week ending the 24th February, page 124 et seq.) 
The English Government has issued no circulars or resolutions 
with the object of impoverishing the people. If the taxes 
imposed by the Government be adjudged to be heavy, we 
must remember that they are not so heavy as those we had 
to pay under the old dynasties,'as the land ‘revenue, alms and 
harbour dues. In India the average amount of tax paid by 
one man in one year is only Rs, 2-4-0, while in London it is 
Rs. 8-8-0. In every age and in every country there have 
been and are some poor and some rich. True, a large amount 


of public money has now to be transmitted to: England under 
the name of what is called the ‘Home charges,’ which is in- 


dispensable, while under the former rulers no part of the State 


income went out of the country, Cloth worth millions ster- 


ling-is indeed. yearly imported from England, but.the Govern- 
ment does not compel us to wear cloth neiiieciared | in Eng- 
land. If we are unwilling to exchange money for English 
cloth, we should use cloth manufactured in India. As regards 


the sale of spirituous liquors and narcotic drugs in British 
territories, these things are freely sold in native states also. 
The Government of India has -enacted_. Act V. of 1861. to 


punish drunken and riotous. persons. The Government does 


not persuade us to use those things. It is absolutely i in our 
power to use them or abstain from them. The English law 


“ptovides punishment for gambling dzid' prostitution : (sde Act 


“JIL.‘cf 1867 and'séction’497 of the Tadian Penal Code). “In 


owéféterice to the ‘prevalence ‘of ‘usury, it “will’ suffi¢e tovsay 
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that,the Hindus and Musalmans shoyld discontinue, the prate 
tice; they should lend and borrow. money: among. themselves 
without taking any interest, The Government dops indeed 
charge interest on. takavi advances, but then the cultivator, 
should not take any loan from the Government. We agree 
with the editor in thinking that natives are not equal in 
point of ability and honesty to Europeans. No man can ba 
exonerated from blame for taking a bribe, on the ground that. 
his salary is small. If his. salary be inadequate for his ex-. 
penses, he should betake himself to some other lawful means. 
of livelihood. Natives drawing large salaries also accept 
bribes, as, for instance, in Haidarabad. 
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The Rahbar-i-Hind of the 3rd March publishes a gusida 
and gita written by the chief of Luhard in honour of the as- 
sumption of the title of Empress of India by Her Majesty In - 
the preface the editor remarks that the expression of joy in 
this way on such auspicious occasions by native chiefs is a 
sufficient proof of their attachment to the British rule. The 
conduct of natives on these two great occasions —the Indian 
’ visit of the Prince of Wales and the Delhi durbar—has placed 
their loyalty and devotion to the English Government beyond 
the pale of suspicion and doubt. Their condemnation by in- 
terested men will have no effect upon our Empress. The time 
is now near at. hand when the natives will be appointed to 
high offices of trust and responsibility, both in the civil and 
military services, for which they are waiting with extreme 
impatience. 
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CABUL AND THE SORTING. 


~The Vakil-i-Hindustan of the 3rd. March has an article i in 
Persian on the affairs of Cabul. After giving an, account of the 
past history of Afghanistan, how it was once brought under 
British rule, and how the English were driven out of it after 
a period of three years, which was marked by the mutual 
jealousies of the highest civil and military officers, and very 
unworthy acts on the part of young European officers, the 
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editor says that the Amir has received ample aid from the 
English Government in the shape of money and arms. If Sir 
Lewis Pelly fails in carrying out the wishes of the Government 
in regard to Afghanistan, his failure may be naturally asertbed 
to the ungratefulness and selfishness of the Amir. The Barak- 
zai tribe is notorious for faithlessness, deceit, and selfishness. 
The Amir would be consulting his own interests-in acceding 


to the wishes of the Government. Remembering that the 


Government is well aware of the unpopularity of his rule in 
Cabul, and that the present generation of European officers 
in India are far better in manners and morals than their pre- 
decessors, he should consent to the establishment of 2 canton- 
ment for British forces in his dominions. Russia ts, no doubt, 
flushed with success at present in Central Asia, but she is 
inferior to England in point of wisdom, wealth, and power, 
which has been placed beyond the shadow of a doubt by the 


Crimean’ war. A Russian invasion of India is as distant 
as ever. 


Phe Ruhbar-i-Hind of the 16th March says that, to eheck 
the advance of the Russians towards India from the north 
through Kashgar and Kashmir, the Government has wisely 
determined to strengthen Kashmir. The aid to the Maharaja 
in the shape of arms is a step in the same direction. The 
Maharajah is no doubt an able chief, but the ehief officers 
of the state are devoid of all the essential qualities of a states- 
man. The administration of justice is very defective, and 
consequently, owing to the dissatisfaction of the people, little 
help can be expected from them in the event of an emergency. 
The organisation of the army is in a very unsatisfactory state. 
The soldiers depend for their livelihood on their daily labour, 


as cutting and selling wood, and so on. The officers pass 


their time in idling at home. As regards the past history of 
the Kashmir army, we should remember that it gave way 
even before undisciplined rebels in the mutiny. We can 
therefore hardly expect that it will stand against the disci- 
plined Russian forces. In these circumstances the Government 


es 
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should establish one or two cantonments for its’ forces it 
the vicinity of Kashmir. Prevention is better than:remedy, 
Nothing can be more unwise than to let the enemy euter our 
home first, and then try: to drive him out. Moreover,. the: 
Maharaja has no influence over his officers, and we should not 


be surprised if they made common cause with the powerful 
enemy at a critical a 


A corr éspondent of Panjabi Akhbdr of the 3rd Mareh 
says that there can be no real friendship betw een the Amir of 
Cabul and the Russians. He is merely trying to menace 
the English. Is not Abdul Rahman Khan a source of anxiety 
to him? Has he not to. fear Persia? What can he. expect 
from the Russians? They are themselves poor. Does he not 
live in constant danger from his son Yakub Khan? The Gov- 


ernment of India should endeavour to impress all these things 


fully on the Amir. He should be told that it is to his own 
advantage that he should not keep Yakub Khan in imprison- 
ment. If he does not take our advice, let him do as he likes. 
His death is sure to be followed by civil broils in Afghanistan. 
If the Amir will have his son murdered, serious consequences 
may ensue from this cruel deed. The Government should 
keep itself in constant communication with the Akhund of Swat, 
the chiefs on the frontier, and the nobility of Cabul, because 
no reliance can be placed on the Amir. 


“The Patiala Akhbar of the 5th March, in reference to 
frontier affairs, remarks that the English Government is ham- 
pered i in its dealings with foreign powers by its own good 
qualities. Our Government always acts with the best inten- 
tions and in good faith, so it thinks other powers to be like 
itself. We cannot commend the policy which the Govern- 
ment has at present adopted in regard to frontier affairs. It 
is a folly to trust the words and deeds of the Afghans. We 
know thata Rassian envoy is impatiently | waiting at the 
court of the Amir to know what intelligence Sayyad Nir 
Muhammad Shah carries home from Peshawar. In the 
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fare of this circumstance, can any one ray that the Amir 
cherishes the same. feeling of friendship towards us as he 
did before, or that our present Cabul policy will secure the 
permanence of his original friendship? Our Government 
¢annot accede to the wishes of the Amir, and thus the conti- 
nuanee of friendship between him and ourselves is an impossi- 


bility. Inthe constitution of the Peshawar conference the. 
Government has made, we regret to say, a grave political 


blunder. Have the long and high sounding titles which 


the Government conferred on the native chiefs at the late 
Delhi durbar any meaning, or are they merely nominal? The 
Councillors of the Empress have hitherto been so called only 
in name. On no oocasion has the Government consulted 
them on any political question. It is not easy to understand 
why the Government did not depute such native chiefs as 
Haidarabad, Baroda, Gwalior, Jaipur, Kashmir, and so forth, 
to the Peshawar conference as colleagues of Sir Lewis Pelly. 
The only conceivable argument against this measure is that, 


in that case Sir Lewis Pelly alone could not be credited with 


the issue, which is no argument at all. Several important 
political advantages would have accrued from this utilization 
of native agency: (1) the native chiefs would feel that they were 


‘not nominal Councillors of the Empress, but were so in reality. 
Their association with Sir Lewis Pelly to settle an important 


and complicated question would convince them that the Eng- 


lish Government reposes an absolute faith in their friendship 
and loyalty, which would be a source of considerable strength 


to the Government. (2) Nir Muhammad Shah is an Asiatic, 
and Cabul is in Asia, and notin Europe. Kuropeans with all 


their knowledge of India cannot understand Indian politics 
so well as the natives. It is therefore far more likely that 


the native chiefs would have succeeded in effecting a reconci- 


liation with the Cabul Vazir. (3) The Afghan minister would 


have been struck by the attendance of native chiefs at the con- 


ference with Sir Lewis Pelly, and would have felt how firmly 
attached they were to the Supreme Government. (4) If the 


native chiefs had failed to bring the Peshawar ‘conference to 


a successful issue, the Government wotld:have asked the chiefs 
to do what they could to défend India from foreign ‘invasion. 
The Government would ‘then see how cheerfully and boldly 
they: would fight its battles on the frontier. -Even now: they 
will be ready to sacrifice their lives in its cause. 


The Afghans, and pattiouladly Sher Ali Khan, are not to 
be trusted Only the other day he threw into prison his be- 
loved and brave son, Yakub Khan, in utter disregard of his 
oath on the Quran. Then what reliance. can be placed on 
any of his renewed treaty stipulations ? 


As regards the Russians, it is beyond dispute that they 
have made up their minds on an invasion of India. But we 


fully rely on our military strength to ward off all foreign 


attacks. Moreover, our Government should bear in mind 


that the people of India will have no hesitation in fighting 
against the invaders. One may turn round and say, what 


became of native bravery in old times? Any king who under- 


took an invasion succeeded in conquering India. ‘In answer 
‘to this we may say that we were a brave people then as much 


as we are now, but that then there was ‘no one to marshal us 


into the field, and that. we had no good offensive and ‘defensive 


weapons. But these defects have now been remedied. ‘At 
the same time we should remember that no foreign assailant 
could easily conquer India. He had to wade through streams 
of blood before he came into possession of the country. Our 


Government should show no signs of weakness, but should at 
‘once order up all its forces on the frontier. First of all the 


Afridis should be reduced to subjection. A display of’ obsti- 


‘nacy on our part, like that of the Turks, will at once wy 
‘the Afghans‘and Russians to’ their senses. a 


(NATIVE STATES. : pone 
The Retahi ‘Akhbar ‘ofthe 38rd Maréh, “in ‘its cotenptd 


‘ence ‘columns, tidtices ‘an’ instance-of extreme | inhumatity 
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in Jaipur. The jamadar of the municipal committee stripped 
the female sweepers naked and had them cruelly beaten, 
which caused abortion in one case. The sweepers seeing no 
way of avenging this injury left the city for ten or fifteen 


days, but the prospect of losing their property induced them 
to return. 


The Oudh Akhbar of the 4th March holds the consort of 
the Begum of Bhopal guilty of ungratefulness in having 
dismissed Hakim Asgar Husain, whe. was once his teacher, 
from the service. It may be presumed that the Hakim has 
been dismissed without fault, because several other old 
servants of the state have also shared the same fate with him. 
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A correspondent of the Vakilei-H industan of the ard 
March complains of the severities to which the prisoners in 
the jail at Rhopur (Umballa) are subjected. They are em- 
ployed in digging a canal, where they have to labour from 
4 o'clock in the morning to 6 or seven o'clock in the evening. 
They are constantly exposed to the blows of the lambardars, 
barkandazes, &c. If they unfortunately happen to incur 
the displeasure of the superintendent, they are at once sub- 
jected to severe flogging. All this punishment is inflicted 
upon them for such slight offences, as climbing too slowly up 
a steep incline of about forty feet height with baskets 
full of earth on their heads, showing a disposition to rest for a 
while, and so forth. They are allowed no rest even on Sun- 
days; some of them are made to work at the private residen- 
_ces of the jail authorities (vide Selections for the week ending 
the 17th February, 1877, page 106). The jail daroga takes 
.some of them with him on Sunday into the neighbouring vil- 
lages for the purpose of collecting cowdung,---a very objec- 
tionable practice, which causes unnecessary labour to the pri- 
soners and inflicts loss upon the zemindars and cultivators. 
_If the hard labour which is at present exacted from the pri- 
_soners, and the severities which they suffer at the hands of 
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the: jail authorities wore mitigated, they-would not betémptep 
to effect their escape from. the jail; as-is thé case at-presént?> 
~The Aligarh Institute Gazette of the 2nd March, in refer- 
ence to the amalgamation of Oudh with the” North-Western 
‘Provinces, observes that this should’have been doné’ long ago, 
‘but now there is no reason why Oudh should remain’ a non- 
rezulation province. The people of Oudh resemble those 
of the North-West Provinces in almost all‘ respects. In a 
non-regulation province, where the law is not ‘exercised -in 
its full force, the poor people cannot have impartial justice 
1° done them in opposition to the rich and influential classes. 
, Lord Lytton has unfortunately stopped short in his way. The 
absorption of Oudh into the North, Western. Provinces has no 
doubt curtailed the State expenditure to some extent, but it 
has in no way improved the condition ‘of tbe people. Oudh 
: should be made a regulation province, by which we do not ft 
mean that any new laws should ‘be enacted for Oudh, but 
\ that those means should be provided which may. enable tho 
people to enjoy the full advantages of the laws already in 
force. All revenue work which was once in the hands of | 


the Financial Commissioner should be: made over to the 

Board of Revenue of the North-Western Provinces. The ju-- . 

ristiction of the Allahabad High Court should be extended : 

i over Oudh in judicial and criminal matters: The Hich 
Court has not enough work to do, and can perform this addi- 
tional work ; if not, one more Judge may be appointed to it. : 
The High Court, being the supreme tribunal, enjoys the full 
confidence of the people. Similarly, other departments of the 

public service in Oudh should be placed under the control 

of the heads of corresponding departments of the North- 

Western Provinces. Judicial and executive work should be 

entrusted to separate officers. The four. Commissioners of 
Oudh should be turned into District and Séssions Judges, somo 

Extra Assistant Commissioners being also made Extra Assist- 
ant Judges. ‘There should be only one Commissioner i in a Oudh, ~— 

with his head quarters at Lucknow. nee pea i ! 


1 Pee 


The Shola-i-Tur of the 6th Marcli, in-an article headed 
he means of improving the condition of India,” tries to | 
point out the causes which have led to the poverty of India, 
and suggests remedies. The public service, manufacture, 
agriculture, and commerce may be said to be the chief resources 
of the wealth of a country ; but in India every one of them 
has declined, Under the former rulers the natives held high 
and lucrative appointments, but the highest offices to which 
they are now eligible are those of Deputy Collector and Sub- 
ordinate Judge, excepting of course one or two higher ap- 
im) pointments to which the Government has nominated natives ye 
| to. shut the mouths of the Bengalis. The Government has been 


kind enough to provide ample means for our education, the 

result of which has been that graduates and under-graduates 
are available in great abundance. The number of candidates 

for the public service has outgrown, beyond all proportion, the 
requirements of the public service. Those who are already 
it in Government employ lead a precarious life in consequence of’ - “Vy 
| monstrous reduction. Thus public service, which may probably 
still be a means of the prosperity of other countries, has ceased 
to be s0 to India. As regards agriculture, the area of culti- | | 


vated land has now no doubt considerably increased, but the 
soil has unfortunately fallen off in its productive qualities. 
A bigha of land which produced twenty maunds of corn before, 
hardly produces five maunds now. Owing to an inorease of 
population, the rate of the revenue demand has also been en- 
hanced. Thus the zemindars and cultivators derive little pro- 4 
fit from cultivation. To turn to commercenow. The Musal- 
man community has wholly discarded commerce. It has 
| es grown out of favour with the Hindus. With some public ser- 
| vice has become a hereditary calling. Some who engage in 
commerce reap no profit from it, because of their prodigality 
_and want of skill ; while others have not the means of carry- 
ing iton. Last of all we come to a consideration of native 
industry and manufacture. In India there are all sorts of 
artizans and manufacturers, but their productions have been 
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turned out of the iiarket. by English manufactures which are 
both comparatively elegant and cheap though not so. durable. 


We are at present dependent on Kurope for the most trifling 
- articles of our use, as letter paper, lucifers, and needles. All 


things considered, it is no wonder that India has been reduced 


to poverty. There are two ready means of improving the ma- 


terial condition of India, one of which lies in the power of the 


Government and the other in our own. The Government 


should establish some schools of art and industry, the cost 


of which can he defrayed from the school fund. The wealthy 


natives should form some joint stock companies of trade and 
commerce. 


~ 
- 


EDUCATION. 
A correspondent of the Urdu Akhbar (published in 


Mahratti at Akola) of the 3rd March, complains of the great | 


delay that takes place in the transaction of business of educa- 
tion department of Berar since the appointment of Rao Baha- 
dar Narain Bhai Dandakar to the Office of Director. About 
two or three months have elapsed since the annual examina- 
tion of the High Schools was held, but the result has not yet 


transpired. It takes him long to fill up any vacant appoint-— 


ment in his department. 


-A correspondent of the Anwar-ul-Akhbar of the Ist March 
notices the expediency of establishing schools of industry, be- 
cause boys, after acquiring a purely literary education, natu- 
rally look out for appointments in the public service which can- 
not provide employment for them all.. , 


The Khair-khwah-t-Alam of the 6th March says. that the 
oriental college of Lahore will have the good result of reviv- 
ing the oriental languages and sciences. The loss occasioned 


to the people by the abolition of the Delhi college will be 
more than compensated by the oriental college. From an. 


article that lately appeared in the Indian Public Opinion, we 
learn that the course of study of this college is undergoing a 
thorough revision, and is so to be remodelled as to give, not 
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only.a general education but -also some kind of professional 
—— ‘to be brought into use after leaving college. - 


me correspondent of the Chashmd-i Nir (a recently started 
paper) of the 7th March, thinks that the establishment of the 
education department, as at present constituted, is based on 
interested motives. The Government can now get clerks fur 


the public service on very low salaries. If the Gfovernment 
has the good of the country at heart, it should start schools of 


art and industry also. 


The Lawrence Gazette of the 6th Mareh, in reference to 
the abolition of the Delhi college, remarks that before the 
people of the North-Western Provinces had reconciled them- 
selves to the loss of the Bareilly college, a blow has been 


struck at the higher education in Delhi by the abolition of 
‘the Delhi college. It is rumoured that Mr. Kempson has 


succeeded in obtaining permission from the locat Government 


for the retention of the Bareilly college. The inhabitants of 
Delhi lately held a large meeting in which it was resolved 


to submit a memorial to the Viceroy, through the usual 
channel, protesting against the order of the Lieutenant Gover- 
nor of the Panjab for the abolition of the college. The aboli- 
tion of the college is an ill-advised measure for various 


reasons. It is an institution of an old standing. It has 


been attended with good success. A large part of fts expen- 
(liture is defrayed from private subscriptions. Its abolition 
will deprive the people of Delhi of the means of acquiring 
higher education, and will be a source of sorrow and dissatis- 


faction to the people. 


LOCAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Urdu Akhbar ( published in Mahratti at Akola) of the 
8rd March, states on the authority of a correspondent that a 


high amaldar (official ) of Akola is making a journey in the 


(district. He exercises great oppression in buying provisions 
from the people and exacts labour without payment of wages. 
The editor warns him to desist from his illegal proceedings. | 


Dy, 


ah 


(178°) 


The same paper in its local news columns, complains of 
the prevalence of small-pox in the talukas of Khamgaon, 


Jalgaon, and Akola, and urges the need of deputing a vacci- 
nator into the talukas. 


A correspondent of the Anwar-ul- Akhbar of the 1st March, 
writing from Fyzabad says, that there was an enormous con- 
course of Hindus in consequence of the Gobind-d’wadshi 
bathing fair. The police arrangements were not good, and 
the consequence was that about three hundred men were 


crushed | to death in the crowd. There is no trace to be found 


of a certain rani with her attendants. 


A correspondent of the Rahbart Hind of the 6th March, 
urges the necessity of making the road running between 
Amritsar and Sialkot a pucka one. The kucha road isa cause 
of great luconvenience to the traveller at all seasons of the 
year, besides being more expensive in the long run, as it 
requires constant repairs. | 


An Ajmere correspondent of the Oudh Akhbar of the 
7th March, says that Thakur Bahadur Singh, of mauza 
Masatida, had some guns fired in ho.our of the occasion of his 
marriage. One gun burst and killed two men. At the 
accession of the thakur to the gadi ten men met their deaths 
in a similar way. The Government should ask the thakur 


to replace his old guns by new ones, so as to prevent a recur- 


rence of such accidents in future. 


The Oudh Punch of the 6th March, in an article commu- 
nicated by an examinee, complains of the ill treatment to 
which the examinees were subjected at the last zila court 
pleadership examination. The complaints are almost the 
same as those uvticed in the Selections for the week ending 
the 17th February, 1877, page 116. Better questions are 
said to have been set this year than thicse in last year. 
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